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WIC honors diverse groups of women 
By Kristin Saunders 
Staff Reporter 
The 2002-03 Maryann Hartman 
Awards were given to four outstand-
ing women of distinction Thursday. 
In their 17th year, the Maryann 
Hartman Awards are sponsored by 
Women in the Cuniculum and 
women's studies at the University 
of Maine. 
"Our goal is to inspire Maine 
women by example of these 
awards," said Ann Schonberger, 
director of Women in the 
Curriculum and womens studies 
program. 
Awards were presented to 
Elizabeth Mitchell, Valerie Osborne 
and Jean Symonds. And the new 
Young Women's Social Justice 
Award was given to Alicia 
McConkey. 
The awards were named for Dr. 
Maryann Hartman, an educator and 
scholar at UMaine in speech com-
munication. Gordon Kulberg, inter-
im dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, described 
Hartman as a champion of non-sex-
ist language on campus. Hartman 
was innovative as one of the earliest 
researchers in women's studies, 
Kulberg said. 
"Oearly she was multifaceted 
and talented," Kulberg said. "She 
had a significant role on women in 
our society, in the path that she 
carved out." 
Hartman was remembered not 
with a moment of silence, but more 
appropriately, by a round of 
applause. 
"She fought tirelessly and end-
lessly for change even when the 
change was not going to affect 
her," Kulberg said. 
Deirdre Mageean presented 
Elizabeth (Libby) Mitchell with her 
award. Mitchell was the first 
woman elected majority leader and · 
later speaker of the house in the 
Maine state Legislature. She repre-
sented the town of Vassalboro for 18 
years and sponsored numerous bills 
important to women and girls. 
Mitchell was first introduced to 
the Maine state Legislature when 
lobbying for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. She worked as direc-
tor of the Maine State Housing 
Authority from 1986 to 1990. 
Mitchell has now returned to 
college, attending the University of 
Maine ·s law school. She is also a 
Public Policy Fellow at the Muskie 
School of Public Service at the 
University of Southern Maine, 
where Mageean described her as 
resource to the entire UMaine 
System. 
When she became the first 
female speaker of the house and the 
highest-ranking woman in the 
Maine Legislature, she launched a 
new political era, Mageean said. 
"[Mitchell] set a standard of excel-
lence for both the men and women 
speakers of the future," Mageean 
said, quoting the Kennebec Journal. 
Mitchell said she lives her life in 
the fast lane as the "world's oldest 
student." Two of Mitchell's four 
children also have found their way 
to the legislature. She and her 
daughter were both in office at the 
same time. 
'There's nothing more glorious 
than having your daughter have to 
wait to talk before you call on 
them," Mitchell said. 
Mitchell joked about being a 
recovering politician, but said one 
doesn't have to be in politics to 
make a difference. 
"It's not being elected, it's what 
you do with your everyday life," 
Mitchell said. 
Valerie Osborne, whose award 
was presented by Norinne Hilchey 
Daly, is the head librarian at Old 
Town Public Library, the eighth 
most active library in the state. She 
led a multimillion dollar capital 
campaign that more than doubled 
the capacity of the original Carnegie 
Library building. In 1997, she start-
ed Girls Talk, a mentoring program 
for middle school-aged girls. 
''What we are trying to do is not 
telling girls that they can do any-
thing, but they can [have] a place in 
the community," Osborne said. 
"Every community and state 
needs a heartbeat, and for Old 
Town, Valerie Osborne is that heart-
beat," Daly said. "She is one who 
gets things done." 
Osborne is part of the Canoe 
City Quilters, where members make 
crisis quilts and provide them to 
hospitals, police departments and 
ambulances to provide people with 
comfort during trying times. 
"[Provide people with] some 
love they can take away with 
them," Daly said. 
As president of the Maine Library 
Association, Osborne worked for 
free Internet access for schools and 
libraries in Maine to provide all peo-
ple the opportunity to get online. 
"No matter how rich or poor you 
are, you have access to the Internet," 
Osborne said. "I am honored to 
work with the people I work with 
every day." 
Suzanne Ester presented Jean 
Symonds her Maryann Hartman 
Award. Symonds served in the 
Army as a registered nurse from 
1957 to 1965 and later earned a doc-
torate in higher education from 
Vanderbilt University. She spent 15 
years teaching nursing and 
women's studies at UMaine. 
In 1970, Symonds moved to 
Corea where she began lobste1ing 
out of a row boat and later became 
the first woman invited to join the 
Corea Fishennan's Cooperative. 
Today she is retired, but continues to 
haul 500 traps daily. 
'This nomination reflects the 
early days of feminism," Ester said. 
"She has had a life-changing 
impact on hundreds, one by one. 
She has changed their lives by her 
sense of values." 
Symonds worked with the 
Partners in Health Program in 
which UMaine nursing students 
traveled to Nicaragua. Symonds 
also was involved in women's stud-
ies courses and when it came time, 
she didn't want to retire, Ester said. 
"She served the campus as a 
whole, not only the students in 
nursing," Ester said. 
Symonds said she chose the field 
of nursing at the last minute. There 
weren't many occupations for 
women to choose from when she 
graduated, but she would still make 
the same choice today, she said. 
"For me, to make a difference in 
this world, it has been being a 
nurse," Symonds said. "I wouldn't 
have had the opportunities to teach 
in women's studies if [I had] not 
been a nurse. I'm glad I chose to just 
be a nurse." 
Sage Hayes presented Alicia 
McConkey with her Young 
Women's Social Justice Award. As a 
student at Oxford Hills High School, 
she was founder and president of the 
Gay-Straight Alliance, in which she 
spoke with administrators about cre-
ating a safer school for students. 
McConkey was invited to attend 
the annual national conference of 
the Straight Educator's Network as 
a youth activist for speaking out 
about sexual assault awareness, 
social justice and the rights of les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
students. 
"I don't think many of the 
things that I have done have been 
without support of the other gay, 
straight, transgender [activists]," 
Mcconkey said. 
"[McConkey] told me 'it's better 
for me to be honest with myself than 
anyone else, than to be silent."' 
Hayes said. 
"We are not going away, we are 
going to stay," McConkey said. 
McConkey, a student at Lesley 
College, was presented with a $1,000 
scholarship and her books are provid-
ed for if she chooses to come to 
UMaine. 
Mitchell, Osborne and Symonds 
received pins and certificates as part 
of the award. Symonds said she 
plans to wear her pin, but not when 
she goes out to haul her lobster 
traps. 
"I don't plan on wearing it with 
my fishing clothes on the boat," 
Symonds said. 
Women with Wmgs provided 
musical selections during the cere-
mony. 
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At the 2002-03 Maryann Hartman Awards, four women Alicia Mcconkey, Valerie Osborne, 
Elizabeth Mitchell and Jean Symonds were honored for their accomplishments as distigu-
ished Maine women. 
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